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BACEGROUND--AUSTRIAR STATE TREATY

Article 16, Ansiria agreen!

7o take all DECEESATY NOAsures 10 complete “re-
patriation” of displaced persoss and refugees with-
ja its territory, sad to give assisiance to the
powers concerned for this purpose.

There is dissgressent over wheiher this wemld be
voluntary repatristion or not, sad over whetbher
this article should include persons srriviag sisce
1948,

The srticle further requires sustria to permit
aceredited represeatatives of the powers cCoOnCerned
to vieit PP's ia Austrian camps,

it prohibits propagasda in DF canps bostile to the
interests of the illied and iasociated powers, pPYo-
hibits sctivities designed to ianduce DP's to go 1o
countries of which they are not anatiomals, snd re-
guires the dissolutiou of sny resistance groups in
such CREpSE.

soveral paragraphs, which specify Ausirian transport
respoosibilities for “repatriatien,” sad the like,
stroagly imply that smch repatriation is aandsiory.
The %estern position is that it should be voluntary. @
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¥. Article 16, which provides for the return ol Geruan
nationals residiag in Avetria, ia soecordasce with
4llied agrasmente, bas sliready besn droppes with

P

el
Soviet sgreowmesnt.

7I. AuBtris's position on the retura ofBP's and refugees 1is
ot five:

4. On 16 april, Chanceller Rasb reportedly told = meeiing
of People's Party officisls that at Hoscow, ihe USSR
bad proposed mandatory retura of ali refugees from
Eastera coaniries.

8. Raab did sot say vhether ke had agreed to this pro~
posal, and the propossl does not appear in text of
the Austro-Soviet agreement vhich has been received,

©. Oa 20 April, Easb's “smeutbpiece,” tbe Neue ¥iencr

Tagesseliung, stated editorially that sustria will
aot retreat one step from the rigm of asylum which
is the isherent right of s ssutral state.”

. Op 22 april, Reab stated to Americas officisls ia
Yienns that Austris »ould bave the right of asyiem
suder the proposed treaty settlement.

¥, buring the Ambassadors’ negotiztioss in Vieaus on
2 and 3 Ny, Asstrian represeatsatives, aloag with
representatives of the Yestera Powers, proposed nand
argaed for the almxgtim of Article 16 in iis
eatirity.
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i1l, The Soviet position is apparently firw:

L. I» Yievna, thoe Sowviet Ambassador h:: f‘ma to delete
Article 16, but has agreed to give censideratios io
as American propossl to resove the last four paragrapghs
{ibe parts which would put the most pressure on refugees
to retura). _

B. doscow ebviously is interested both in getiing refugess
to retarn to Orbit countries and in prevestisg anti~
{ospunist smigre groups from operating in Jostries and
will try to leave ixticle 18 (which, in its view,
makes "repatristios” samdatery) unchasged.

€. The Soviet propagaada position oun thizs matter is weak,
nowever, aud the USSE may be willisg to compronine-—
pariiculariy on the Foreige Ninisters' level«-if
sous concession seems tactically mnecessary. |

V. British avd Treach negotistors in Vienns bhave whole
heariedly advecated solvisg the question by deletion of

Article 18,

V. Bilsplsced peracns {i.e. pre-1943 arrivels) and refugees

(i.e. post~1945 arrivals) now is Austria are &= follows:

&s Total--313,485,

B. Unksown but saall sumber of these are Soviét,

€. 7,702 ave Bulgarises, Fungarisss and Rusasiase.

P. 11,941 are Tugoslav,

E. fAmerican officials fear that Article 1€ counld bde con-
strusd to spply to all forelign refugees io Ausiris, ia

or ont of camps,
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viI. article 17 of the treaty agrees that sustria shall:
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i. Wmintsin = defensive force “closely resiricted to
weeting tasks of sa intermal character and loeal
defenne of freatiers.”

£. 7The land army, iscludiag frostier guards, anti-
aircraft troops, geadarserie and river geadarseris,
in limited to a total strengih of 53,000 men.

. The air force 1§ limited to 9 planes {acluding
reserves), of which not more than 70 may be combat
types, and totsl persomnsl strength is held to
5,000 men. J4ustris shall Bave uo bowber airersit,

VII. Articles 18 through 30 of the treaty siso deal with com-
¢itions under which armed !mi are to be raised aod
naintaised--aligitle personnel (no esx-Naxis), types of
weapons and sirceratt, pelicy toward possible future Geraan
rearsasent, etc.

¥I11f. The Asustrian goversment would welcome revisione 1ia the
treaty to permit an iscresse of armed larces by 35,900
e . |
%, UK ané Fresch advecate su increase in fusirian arwmed
forces.
1¥. Soviet position on an iscrease in Auvsirian armed forees
iz not yei definitive, Thus far:

A. Soviet Ambassador durisg italks is Viensa, has declared
Le is not authoriszed to discuss soy revision of
irticle 17 and has also opposed chaages iu the otber

military articles.
e
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B. Pravda has sherply attacked prepoasls for iacreasisg
the size of the army as an attenpt teo destroy Austrians
seutrality and draw ber into a silitary bleec.
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